Publishing the research report.
Although research is not finished until it is published, many investigators fail to report their research. The purpose of this article is to discuss the dissemination of research findings via the published manuscript. Barriers to publication are reviewed and strategies for overcoming these barriers are presented. Selection of a target journal is discussed, along with the purpose of the query letter. The format of the research report is addressed and specific information is provided regarding the literature review and the use of illustrative materials. Practical tips are provided for each stage of the writing process.